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One of the things I get sick & tired of every Halloween season are all the scarey movies –so many of them with the devil, or evil spiritual beings in them.  AMC channel just finished up it’s Fearfest 08: Oct 24-31st: 7 days: 38 horror movies so you can get your fill of fear.   If there’s one thing good about this holiday season, it’s that Halloween highlights evil’s spiritual side.  70% Americans believe that Satan exists, and that’s a biblical truth.  The problem is: Hollywood inflates Satan’s resume a whole lot –gives him a lot more power than he really possesses.   
Here’s what you need to know about Satan: Satan is a created being named Lucifer, an angel, spiritual being and the former worship leader of heaven who, -along with 1/3 of the angels, rebelled against God before God created humans.   That’s where evil originated from: misuse of the gift of choice by created beings against their creator.  Evil originates in each and every human heart from this universal choice, which the bible calls our “sinful nature” or orientation.  

Lucifer is also known as “Satan” which, in the Hebrew means: opposer/opponent the Devil: which is Greek for Diabolon, meaning slanderer/deceiver; the evil one, which speaks of his orientation, and a host of other nicknames which generally reveal a dimension of Lucifer’s character and/or activity.  Here’s some biblical truths you need to know about Lucifer: 

· Created being; not equal with God; 

· Intelligent, strategic, well-organized (fallen-angels: demons)

· Limited in knowledge and power: not all-knowing, nor able to know the future. 

· Immaterial: unable to express himself in the material realm except through people. 

· Communicative: able, along with all angels, faithful or fallen, to communicate with you and influence you, why?  Because you are a spiritual being, Like God & His angels, including the rebellious ones like Satan. 
· The steering force behind Christless culture (“the world”)  We know that we are children of God, and that the whole world is under the control of the evil one. 1 John 5:20  
· But can do nothing against you or I without God’s permission.  The devil or a demon cannot “possess” you; but can influence your thinking and if you believe a lie, control your behavior through that lie. 
Great news from 1 John 5: “everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God…. We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the one who was born of God keeps him safe, and the evil one cannot harm him.”  Satan may not be able to physically harm you, but he can tempt you, accuse you, deceive, discourage, or distract you from believing and obeying God.  In a real sense, he can defeat you if he can deceive you.  
You can’t ignore Lucifer; that’s not what the bible says you’re to do.  What does the bible tell you to do? Let’s review it: “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 14 Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 15 and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 16 In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.”  (Ephesians 6:10-18  New Int’l Version)
“Resist,” -Greek: anthistēmi stand against, oppose  Actively resist. Armed resistance.  How? Personal application of God’s truth, righteousness, assurance of your salvation, preparedness with God’s good news; faith, prayer.  Listen to how the message version puts it: “take everything the Master has set out for you, well-made weapons of the best materials. And put them to use so you will be able to stand up to everything the Devil throws your way. This is no afternoon athletic contest that we'll walk away from and forget about in a couple of hours. This is for keeps, a life-or-death fight to the finish against the Devil and all his angels. Be prepared. You're up against far more than you can handle on your own. Take all the help you can get, every weapon God has issued, so that when it's all over but the shouting you'll still be on your feet. Truth, righteousness, peace, faith, and salvation are more than words. Learn how to apply them. You'll need them throughout your life. God's Word is an indispensable weapon.” The bible states that Jesus has defeated Satan personally, and God has provided the tools you need to succeed in our struggle against spiritual evil, but you have to personally apply those tools of God’s truth, personal righteousness, peace, faith, and salvation.  

What are some simple ways to do this?  How to resist spiritual evil?  1. Know, believe, act upon God’s truth.  Apply God’s truth to every day living.  Truth: the best antidote to deception, slander, accusation, confusion –the devil’s tools.  Example: John: I write to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God lives in you, and you have overcome the evil one.  (1 John 2:15)   You need to know God’s truth about: 
· Who God is  -ever since Adam/Eve, satan’s strategy has been to cast doubt/dispersion upon the character of God to provoke us to act out of self-interest or fear.  Greatest lies: God doesn’t care; God doesn’t love; God isn’t powerful. Doubt the person/power/promises of God.
· Who I am “in Christ”  to distort the image of God in us by distorting our image of ourselves. 
· What God expects --ignorance or negligence of God’s directives, 
Example –Jesus (Matthew 4, Luke 4):  We see the character/capabilities of Satan: intelligent, strategic, deceptive, opportunistic, desirous of our worship, and possessing legitimate authority over culture.   Notice how Jesus defeats the devil:

Jesus answered, "It is written:... ‘People do not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.  
Jesus answered him, "It is also written:..

Jesus said to him, "Away from me, Satan! For it is written:..

God’s truth is to be your grid for discerning (diakrino: to judge between) good from evil; God’s guidance vis-à-vis demonic deception.  The greater your knowledge; the finer your evaluative grid and the greater your discernment.  
Q: What’s my strategy to take in & live out God’s truth?  Look at King David’s strategy in psalm 119:  “How can a young person stay pure? By obeying your word…
I have hidden your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you…
I have recited aloud all the regulations you have given us…
I will study your commandments and reflect on your ways…
I will delight in your decrees and not forget your word.  (Psalm 119:9,11,13,15,16, NLT)
How could you incorporate these methods into your lifestyle?
How to resist spiritual evil?  2. Submit fully to God.  Paul tells us how to resist spiritual evil.  James tells us when: Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Come near to God and he will come near to you.  James 4:7

Note order: submit to God first; then resist the devil.  Fact is: Satan is the first rebel, whenever you rebel against God, you follow the leader.  Stop following the leader!
The primary steps in submitting to God include: 

1) confession of any sin or occult activity

2) Renouncing it

3) Receiving God’s forgiveness for those sins

4) Forgiving those who have wronged us

5) Renouncing the lies we have believed & affirming God’s truth.

6) Committing ourselves to God’s truth as the basis for our lives  [The Beginner’s Guide to Spiritual Warfare, Timothy Warner, p. 143.]  Join us as we go through the Steps to Freedom in Christ on Wednesday nights, and apply these steps. 
How to resist spiritual evil?  Appy truth; submit to God, 3. Police my thoughts and feelings  Fact: not all of your thoughts come from you: some from God, some from the enemies of God: mental pop-ups; evil thoughts/ideas that don’t originate from our minds/souls.  Example: Bill and his buddies cruelty to their classmate Bobby Heaver; where do those evil impulses come from?  Q: Have you ever had a thought or impulse that was so evil that it embarrassed you?  Repulsed you? Shock you? Make you wonder “where in the heck did that come from?”    Need a pop-up blocker:  “For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.”  [2 Corinthians 10:3-5] 
Strategy: evaluate your thoughts against God’s truth (Bible); identify/discard the lies & faulty reasoning: renew your mind (Romans 12:2) so you can test & approve what God’s perfect will is.   Same with feelings: they arise, but don’t have to be entertained, acted upon: In your anger do not sin": Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, and do not give the devil a foothold.  Ephesians 4:26-27  GK: topos: topography.  God has a prescribed course of action for your feelings.  Follow the leader. 
How to resist spiritual evil?  4. Stick together Look at the insight into Satan’s strategy offered by Peter:  Be self-controlled and alert.  (ready to act) Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.  How do lions hunt? Look for weak, young, sick; isolate, wear-down, pin down, choke out. Examples: Jesus: tempted when alone in desert; Judas: tempted to betray when alone; Peter: to deny Jesus when alone…  Resist him, standing firm in the faith…  (1 Peter 5:8-9)  Keep ranks; don’t let devil divide and conquer.  Bananas that leave the bunch get peeled, which is why we need to heed God’s word which says don’t stop assembling together as some are in the habit of, but encourage each other.  Jesus sent his followers out two by two and told
We’re in a war. In order to win it, you’ve got to Know & apply God’s truth;  Submit fully to God, Police your thoughts and feelings, and stick together with other believers who can cover your  back.  In close, I invite you to ask God to give you the gift of discernment of spirits (1 Corinthians 12) to enable you to recognize spiritual evil and deception as you’re experiencing it,rather than afterwards.  Dear God, thank you that you –in Christ- defeated Satan and his fellow demons, and that you’ve given me authority over them as a follower of Christ.  Help me to learn to exercise this spiritual authority and protect myself from the attacks of Satan and his demons against me.  Enable me to learn to recognize his mental pop-ups, and deceptive schemes.  Show me where I’ve believed in his lies, so that I can renounce them and choose to believe your truth.  Show me your truth and help me to learn to apply it.  Reveal to my mind the ways in which I have not yet fully submitted to Jesus’ leadership and authority.   Show me how to police my thoughts and feelings through the coaching of your Holy Spirit; and challenge me to stick together with my church family.  Thank you for providing all I need for victory over spiritual evil.  Amen.
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