Showing Respect
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We must build a new world, a far better world - one in which the eternal dignity of man is respected. Harry S. Truman
Show proper respect to everyone… 1 Peter 2:17

Character is the foundation stone upon which one must build to win respect. Just as no worthy building can be erected on a weak foundation, so no lasting reputation worthy of respect can be built on a weak character.   R. C. Samsel
Why treat everyone with respect?

A. Because God made everyone
"You (God) made man inferior only to yourself; you crowned him with glory and honor."  Ps. 8:5 (Good News Translation)

Parents 

--Exodus 20:8-9


Spouses 

--Ephesians 5:22,33; 1 Peter 3:1, 7


The Elderly

--Leviticus 19:32


Legitimate Authorities --Romans 13:1-7 
Church leaders 
--Hebrews 13:17

B. Because Jesus died for everyone
"God paid a ransom to save you... He paid for you with the precious life-blood of Christ."  1 Pet. 1:18-19 (The Living Bible)

C. Because It shows I know God
"If a person isn't loving and kind, it shows that he doesn't know God, for God is love."  1 John 4:8 (The Living Bible)

D. Because I get back what I give out
"A man's harvest in life will depend entirely on what he sows."  Gal. 6:7 (J. B. Phillips Version)

“Men are respectable only as they respect”  Ralph Waldo Emerson 
How to show respect to others:
1. When you’re speaking to others, 

Be Tactful not just Truthful
"Kind words bring life but cruel words crush your spirit."   

Proverbs 15:4 (Good News Translation)

No prolonged infancies among us, please…God wants us to grow up, to know the whole truth and tell it in love—like Christ in everything. We take our lead from Christ, who is the source of everything we do.  Ephesians 4:14-15 (The Message)

2. When you’re being served by others,
Be Understanding, not demanding
Love… is not proud. It is not rude.. 1 Corinthians 13:5 NIV)

3. When you disagree with others,
Be Gentle, not judgmental
"Each of us will give an account of himself to God.  Therefore let us stop passing judgment on each other." Romans 14:12 (NIV)
4.  When you share your faith with others,

Accept, don’t reject them.
Always be ready to answer everyone who asks you to explain about the hope you have, but answer in a gentle way and with respect.  1 Peter 3:15-16 (New Century Version)
5. When others correct you, accept it, don’t argue.
Respect and obey the LORD! This is the beginning of knowledge. Only a fool rejects wisdom and good advice.  Proverbs 1:7 (Contemporary English Version)

6. When others are rude to you, Respond politely
Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody… Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.   Romans 12:17,21 (NIV)
