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GROUP STUDY GUIDE #5: March 30-April 6, 2008
WARM-UP: (have a volunteer read it aloud to the group) 
Nearly half of young Michiganders predict they'll have to leave the state to pursue a career and almost two-thirds of those won't mind leaving, the latest indicator of a Michigan economy in crisis. In all, three in 10 state residents think they might have to leave Michigan, according to The Detroit Free Press-Local 4 Michigan Poll. The state's unemployment rate -- at 7.1% in December, the second highest in the nation -- was cited by 39% of respondents as their chief economic concern. Another 31% cited the rising cost of health care.  The Free Press-Local 4 Michigan Poll is based on telephone interviews with 803 Michiganders 18 years and older conducted Jan. 28 to Jan. 31. Last July, a similar Free Press poll asked Michiganders whether they had thought of leaving. At that time, 25% said they had seriously considered moving; another 15% said they had at least thought about it. The mood is still cause for concern. In the 12-month period ending last July, Michigan was just one of four states to lose population, U.S. Census figures showed.

ICEBREAKER:  In 90 seconds or less, share if you have thought about leaving Michigan, and –if so- your top reason for doing so. 
SUNDAY MESSAGE:   “The Bridge” (Easter, 2008)  Find an MP3 or MSWord version of this message at http://www.umatter2god.com; click on “Music Site”, then on “More Info” below “RISK Series.”  In this message Pastor Kevin pointed out that:

A.  Jesus is the bridge between us and God

This (Prayer and godly living) is good and pleases God our Savior, 4 who wants everyone to be saved and to understand the truth. 5 For there is only one God and one Mediator who can reconcile God and humanity—the man Christ Jesus. 6 He gave his life to purchase freedom for everyone. This is the message God gave to the world at just the right time. 7 And I have been chosen as a preacher and apostle to teach the Gentiles this message about faith and truth. 
1. When you hear that word “mediator” what do you think of?   In what ways has and does Jesus act as a mediator?   
2. What did being a mediator require from Jesus?  

3. In what ways has Jesus reconciled you to God? What has been your experience?

B. Jesus is the bridge through us to others.  READ 2 Corinthians 5:14-21.  Paul is talking about his, and believers’ motives for going to others and sharing their faith with them  (V. 11:... we try to persuade men)
4. What do you think it means to “live for Jesus” (V. 15)?   What does that involve in your life specifically?

5. We are all comforted by the good news of 2 Corinthians 5:17, but we often neglect our stated responsibilities in verses 18-20.   In what ways (stated here) does God desire to bridge into others’ lives through us?

6.  Think about these terms which describe what we’re to be and do:
“
a. Ministers” (diakonos= “servants/workers”) & “Messengers” of reconciliation.  What does a messenger do? 

b. “Christ’s ambassadors”  -What does an ambassador do, and what do those duties require?    

7. What changes do you think that really being and doing these things requires from you?  From Discover Church?  

8. In what practical ways can you become Jesus’ ambassador to your neighborhood?  Your co-workers? Can we (Discover Church) be ambassadors to our County?
SUNDAY MESSAGE:   “Our Risk” (March 30, 2008)  Find an MP3 or MSWord version of this message at http://www.umatter2god.com; click on “Music Site”, then on “More Info” below “RISK Series.”   In this message Pastor Kevin stated 3 risks which the Pastors, Elders, and Directors of Discover believe that God wants us to take now: To GO, to SHARE, to SERVE. 

“As the Father has sent me, I am sending you."  John  20:21

READ Matthew 28:18-20 and then Mark 16:15-20 (do not get sidetracked into talking about the metaphor about handling snakes and drinking poison, in Mk. 16:18 please)   and Luke 24:45-49.
9.  What Common themes do all of these “parting words of Jesus” have in common?  

9. What’s the mission Christ’s followers (we all) have?  

10.  What’s the message they had/we’ve been entrusted with?

11. Back to John 20:21.  In what ways had God “sent” Jesus?  Had Jesus “gone” to us?  

12.  How are we to “go to” people without God like Jesus went?  We can’t “leave heaven” like Jesus did?   What are some practical ways we can “bridge the gap” to people without faith/Christ?

“Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Christ.”  Acts 5:42  

Comment: The first followers of Jesus didn’t just “open the doors and wait for people to come” when they gathered in the temple courts, did they.  They also went to  peoples’ homes, market places, even public arenas (like Paul did at Mars Hill in Athens (Acts 17:19-34), or the Hall of Tyrannus in Ephesus (Acts 19:9)  In a real way they were “spiritual ambassadors” for Jesus Christ. 

13. Why did the disciples leave the temple courts to proclaim the good news that Jesus is the Christ?  Who were they seeking to bridge the gap to?  What kind of people?  

14. What does their example show us that we need to do today, in order to obey Jesus’ message to “go” in order to share with those who’ll never darken the door of our “temples” (church buildings). 

15. What are some ways in which you can “go” to where unchurched/irreligious/unbelieving people are:

a. In your neighborhood?


b. At your workplace (if you work) or School?


c. As a small group this spring?


d. As Discover Church?

REFLECTION: One risk that Pastor Kevin mentioned was to look for an opportunity to host our Sunday services at a public venue that would not be barrier to irreligious people as our beautiful, yet “churchy” building?  How do you feel about that?

Now read Philippians 2:4-8 and compare what God may require us to “leave” with what Jesus left (heaven) and what he endured (hell on earth) to bridge the gap between God and us.

PRAYER It’s time to admit our fears about going and sharing, and our preoccupation with ourselves and our desires for our comfort and ease rather than God’s mission for our lives, and others’ salvation from sin, death, and hell.   Take time to be honest with one another about “where you’re at” and pray for God to change our attitudes to enable us to “go” as Jesus’ ambassadors!
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